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Media Courtesy of IMDB

Now that the latest version of It is out in the world
and Castle Rock is s�ll on the way, what’s a Stephen
King fan to do (other than read, of course)? Well, fans
of this horror and suspense legend can tune into
Super Channel to get their fix, as the TV adapta�on of
Mr. Mercedes premieres April 12. I haven’t read the
book, but I have seen the first episode, and even
though there are no monsters or demons—though I
guess technically there is an evil clown—the chills it
was definitely s�ll there.

The series opens with a massacre, as a man in a clown
mask drives into a crowd of people in Mercedes,
killing and injuring countless vic�ms. Two years later,
re�red detec�ve Bill Hodges receives a terrifying
email, mocking him for being unable to solve the
crime while he was s�ll on the case. Add in a nosy
neighbor and an off-pu�ng and overworked
computer expert (played by one of my favorite
Frankensteins, Harry Treadaway), and you have the
making of a very eerie case to crack.

While a lot definitely happens in the first episode, I
have to say, the ini�al depic�on of the murders was a
real stand out for me. Going into the screening, I was
only loosely familiar with the plot, so I knew the
people we were watching were doomed from the
start. S�ll the TV show took care to make them real
people rather than just vic�ms to be thrown under
the bus (well, you know what I mean) for the benefit
of crea�ng a case for our characters to solve. It was
upse�ng to watch, don’t get me wrong, but I also
think it shows that the people behind the series care
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about the source material and want to get us
invested.

Brendan Gleeson plays Bill Hodges, the lead character.
While he definitely doesn't have a likable personality,
the character is relatable and en�rely believable. You
can really see the creeping depression of someone
who no longer has the day to day rou�ne he had
grown accustomed to and no more work to truly take
pride in without the show needing to dumb it down or
turn it into a caricature.

Treadaway’s Brady Hartsfield is a college hopeful who
is running himself ragged taking on mul�ple jobs and
comes from a troubled home, and the show is
definitely trying to make him look as suspicious as
possible which, while certainly effec�ve, also makes
me skep�cal. It's only episode one a�er all. There has
to be more than meets the eye.

Bill’s neighbor Ida (Holland Taylor) is also quite the
character, though personally I found her off-pu�ng.
Ida is doing her best to insert herself into Bill’s life
(complaining about his lawn, showing him racy photos
of her), and it can come off as distrac�ng from the
overall mystery. She does seem to care about Bill deep
down, though she shows it in an unusual way, and
considering how hard she’s trying to be part of Bill’s
life, it will be interes�ng to see how she fits into the
mix as Mr. Mercedes closes in.

The rest of the characters are fine based on the
premiere, though I’m certainly hoping they are
expanded on as the series goes on. Brady’s coworkers
and Bill’s former partner were a li�le one note for me.
Then again, it’s only episode one, so there is s�ll �me
to flesh everyone out and I know there are more
characters we haven’t been introduced to yet, so with

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cjt6ecwgbW7i5F4axBMzVpLgEppSUzlGMjqmwngeL-vP9CBABIN_Q5B9g_aCZgegDoAHSj-OMA8gBAqkCk0IhK-zpqT6oAwHIA8kEqgTYAU_QolzLq7mzcg_ndol8Rbx9vgQ1251VAPackbP9iC72li8ElrQbYRSE-Hb9uWTfxvU2tWGxtkSD8rV9lKzw5y1bH7_W4ifhLVV3dRsjdQ7C6ModNflr3DmqRid0CWdljnV5uEE2xnQDiTxPRok5mMo8rhPzF8xb8EH7SlO2rW5tYJNjCytXoD40fZib4dOG5g6O0B3UN2Hu5Cp6z13Oi1I1tvtrtNzCXaR4ftLtckMGSPK0Bn-gncphqp3uM-W3O82XxbciWzXdUzUmWA8XUt6-6qhcBjnjaqAGAoAHlvCcc6gHjs4bqAeNzRuoB9XJG6gH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G6gHmM4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYArEJlZm3sGkPnCqACgHYEwM&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo4f1wfCnagRrmWvK7T5H9pQ&sig=AOD64_0XAV8QbDVSRHk0zPEbFSyfjvtlYQ&client=ca-pub-9561372805777198&adurl=https://www.thecaptainsboil.com/menu.html


6/8/2018 'Mr. Mercedes' Launches on Super Channel This April | Television | PopWrapped

https://popwrapped.com/mr-mercedes-launches-on-super-channel-this-april 4/7

SHARE

a pre�y creepy case and a wide variety of characters, I
recommend suspense fans give Mr. Mercedes a try. I
can’t promise you’ll grow a�ached to every single
character on screen, but you’ll definitely want to see
where the mystery goes.

Click here to find out more about Mr. Mercedes.
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